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F everany thing, call d a Poem, deſerv'd a ſevere 
| Reflection, that of Abſalom ad Achitophel may 
juſtly contratit. For tho Lines can never be 

purs d from the droſs and filth they would throw on 
others (there being no retraction that can expiate the 
conveying of perſons to an unjuſt and publick re- 
proach); yer the cleanſing of their fames from ade- 
ſion d vol ation, may well become a more Ingenious 
Pen than the Author of theſe few refleGions will pre- 
ſume to chall: ge. - 


To epitomize which ſcandalous Phamphlet (un- 
worthy the denomination of Poeſy) noeyecan in- 
ſpe&it without a prodigious amazement; theabules 
being fo groſs and deliberate, that it ſeems rather a 
Capital or National Libel, thn perſonal expoſures, 
in order to an infamous derrafion. For how does 
he charaQer the King, but as a broad figure of ſcan- 
dalous.inclinations, or contriv'd unto ſuch Irregula- 
rities, as renders bon rather the property of Para- 

I:es a Vice, than ſuitable to the accompliſhment 
of 1{o excellent a Prince? Nay, he forces on King 
| David ſuch a Royal reſemblance, that he darkens « 


his 


* 4 "TE 


” " # 
#3294 NE LR NOT aw WE 1 ay SO 
LEASE IF as 


his ſandity 1 in ſpite of Illuminations: from Holy 
Writ. 

Next (to take as near our Kino as he could) he 
calumniates the Duke of Monmouth with that heighe. 
of impudence, that his Senſe is ſar blacker than his 
Ink, expoſing him to all the cenſures that a Viurde- 
rer, a Traytor, or whata Subje& of moſt ambiti- 
ous evil can poſſibly comprehend: and it is feme 
wonder, that his Lines alſo had not hang'd him on a 
Tree, to make the intended Abſalom more com- 

a 

, Asto my Lord Shaſtsbury (in his colluſive chi. 
zopbel ), E 5 does he other than exceed Malice ir 
ſelf? or that the more prudent deſerts of that Peer 
were to be ſo impeach d before. hand by his impiovs 
Poem, asthat he might be granted more empharical- 

ly condign of the Hangman's Ax; And which his 
Muſe does in effe& _ upon her to haſten, 

And if the ſeaſon be well obſerv d, when this A- 
dulterate Poem was ſpread, it will be found purpoſe- 
Ty divulg'd near the time when this Lord, with his 
other Noble Partner, were to be brought to their 
Tryals. Andl1 ſuppoſe this Poet thought himſelf 
enoughaſſur d of their condemnation ; atleaſt, that 
his Genivs had not otherwiſe ventur'd to have tram- 
pled on perſons of ſuch eminent Abilities, and Inte: 
reſt in the Nation. A conſideration, I confeb, in- 
cited my Pen (its preceding reſpe& being paid to the 
Dukeof Monmouth ) to vindicate their Repurations 


where I thought 1 it due. 


And 


| And ſome arenot a little miſtaken in their judg- 
ments of perſons, if any Kingdom has at this time 
Twomen of their Dignity, of more extraordina- 
ry Underſtandings : Which may (if well conſt 
der d) be ſome inducement to their future preſerva- | 
tion and eſteem. As I haveendeavourd chiefly to 
clear their abuſe, ſol have pals'd divers conſiderable 
perſons, under as malign inclinations of this Au- 
thor's; conceiving, that whar I have ſaid for the 
igcipals, may remove ſuch {maller prejudices as 
are on the value of others on the ſame concern. 
His moſt ſele& and pecuniary Favourites, I have 
\ but barely touch d, in reſpe& his praiſe incliides a 
concomitant reprehenſion , if well apprehended. 
| Beſides, I was un willing to diſcourage any, that for 
the future may dcfire to be admir'd by him accord- 
Ing totheir ltberality. A method, that perhaps may 
in time ſer up ſome Merchants of Farnaſ 7, where 
the Indres of Fame ſeem lately diſcover* d, and may 
| be purchas d per Centum, according to modern eXam- 
- ae. 
: Asto the Character of Amiel, I confels my Lines 
are ſomething pointed, the one reaſon being, that it 
allades much ro a manner of expreſſion of this Wri- 
rer's, as may be ſeen by the marginal Notes; and a 
ſecond will be ſoon allowed. The figure of Amie! 
has been fo ſqueez'd into Paint, that his foul is ſeen 
in ſpite of the Varniſh. 
And none will deny, but it is aseafie to fend Truth 
ackward, as it 1s to ſpur Fallities egregiouſly for- 
ward, and might have caus d any Afſe, as knowing 
s Balaani s, tohave rebuk d ſuch a Poet as will needs 
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When he within the Royal Palace dwell'd 
And ſaw 'twas of import if Lines could bring 
Fe bis His Greatneſs from {{ſwrper, to be King : 
Gwe. Or varniſh ſo his Praiſe, thar little odds 
_ Shouldſeem'twixthim, and ſuch called Earthly Gods. 
And tho no Wit can Royal Blood infuſe - 
| No more than melt a Mother to a Muſe: 


Yet much a certain Poet undertook 
That Men and Manqers deals in without-Book. 
And might not more to Goſpel-Truth belong, 
Thanhe (if Chritened) does by name of Fohy, 
This Foet, whothat time much ſquanderd thought 
Of which ſome might bring Coyn, whilſt ſome none 
As Men that hold their Brains of powerful ſenſe, (r=! 
Will leaſt on Poet's Tales beſtow their pence 
ho he ſuch Diſpenſations to endear 

Had notch'd his Sconce juſt level with his Ear. 
An Emblem in theſe days of much import. 


When Crop-ear'd Wits had ſuch a Modiſh Court, - 


Tho ſome from after-deeds much fear the Fate 
*hat ſuch a Muſe may for its Lugs create. 

As Stars may without F1llories diſpence, 

To ſlit ſome Ears for Forgeries of ſenſe 

Which Princes, Nobles, and the Fameof Men 
ought to beſpatter by a worthleſs Pen, 

But leaving this to Circumſtances fit, 

With whatthence ſpreads this R enegado-wit. 

Well tell you how his Court he now doth make, 

And what choice Things and Perſons he doth take 


"That Lines for Guinnys might more liquoriſh ſpeak. 
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And moſt ſuppoſe, if ere both Plots can die 

Or eat up one anothers Perjur 
'Twou'd Plato ſtrangely poſe to find a Third 
Sould he in his a Popi/h Legion Lard. 

A Policy ſome Poems much embrace 

As 1s diſcern'd in Shaftsbury's Great Cale; 
Where Verſe fo vile an Obloquy betray, 

As for a Statiſt-7eo they'd him convey. 
Tho hard it is to underſtand what Spe 

an conjure up in him Achitophel, 
Or tax this Peer with an Abuſed Senſe 
Of his ſo deep and apt Intelligence : 

A Promptitude by which the Nation's ſhown 
To be in Thought concurrent with his own. 
Shaftsbury ! A Soul that Nature did impart 

O raiſe her Wonder in a Brain and Heart : 
Or that in him producd,the World might know 
She others did with drooping Thought beſtow. 

s$ in Mans molt perſpicuous Soul, we find 
The neareſt Draught of her Internal Mind 
Tho it appears her higheſt Act of Star 

When Human Conducts {he does moſt compleat 
And place them fo,for Mankinds good,that they 
Are fit to Guide, where others miſs their Way ; 
It being in Worldly Politiques leſs Great 
To be a Law-maker, than Preſerve a State. 

In Publick Dangers Laws are unſecur 
As ſtrongeſt Anchors can't all V Vinds endure ; 

Though tis in Exigents the wiſeſt Eaſe 

To know who beſt can ply whenStorms encreaſe; 

VVhilit other Proſpects, by miſtaking Fate, 

hrough wrong Preventions,more its Bad dilate. 
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Whence ſome their Counter-Politicks cxtend, 
To ruine {uch can Evils beſt amend. 

A Thwarting Genizs, which our Nation more 
han all its head-\{trong Evils does deplore ; 
And ſhews what violent Movements {uch inform, 
That where a Calm {hould be,they force a. 5torm : 


s if their Safety chiefly they mult prize 


In being rid of Men eſfteem'd more Wile. 
To this Great, Little Man, we'll T'other joyn, 
Held Sufferers by one Tripartite Defign. 

As from a Cubick Power, or Threc-fold Might, 
Roots much expand, as Authors prove aright 
Bur of ſuch Managements well little fay, 
Or {hamm'd Intrigues, for Fame left to convey 
Which may by peeping through a Gown-man 

Sleeve, 
Tell ſuch grave Tales, Men cannot well believe 
With what for Plots and Trials has been done, 

As Whores depos'd, before away they run; 
All which was well difcern'd by numerous Senſe 
Before the Doctor's py'd Intelligence, 
Who, with ſome Motley Lawyers,took much care 
To gain the Caput of this Knowing Peer ; 
When after ſo much Noiſe, and nothing prov'd, 


5 


Heaven thank«d, to Freedom he's at laſt removd, 

Leaving a Low-Bridge Certerus to try 

In what Clerks Pate his monſtrous Fee does lie ; 

Or by the help of Tory-Roger tell = 

ow oacred Gain-Prerogativd {hould ſpell. 
Burt theſe are Thoughts may fit ſome Penfive 
- nals, 
Or Men concern to bait their ſeveral Bulls : 
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Whilſt on this Peer we muſt ſome Lines beſtow, 
Tho more he merits than beſt Verſe can {how : 
Great in his Name, but greater in his Parts, 
Judgment ſublimd, wi all its ſtrong Deſerts; 
Senſe above Occaſions quick ſurprize, 
hat he no Study needs to make him While, 
r labourd Thoughts, that trains of Sinews knit, 
His Judgment always twin'd unto his Wit; 
That from his clear Diſcuſſions Men may know 
e does to wonder other Brains out-do. 
V V hulft they for Notions ſearch they can't com- 
His Genus fitly {tands prepard to act. pact, - 
dmir'd of Man, that in thy Senſe alone 
_ Soready doſtexalt high Reaſon's Throne ; 
hat Men abate Reſentments to expect 
hou mayſt riſe Greater, having paſt Neglect. 
Sacred Method K ings receive from Heaven, 
at {till does Cherith, when it has Forgiven ; 
hich from our Princes Soul 1o largcly flows, 
That Mercy's Channel with his Greatncls goes. 
o Arbitrary Whiſpers him can guide > 
Toſwell his Rule beyond its genuine Tide: 
11ſt other Kings their rugged Scepters ſee 
lipsd in his more ſoft Felicity ; . 
hoſe Goodneſs can all Streſs of State remove, 
fitly own'd the Subjects Fear and Love. 
y Verſe might here diſcharge its haſty Flight, 
As Pencils that attempt Immortal Heighth 
Droop in the Colours ſhould convey its Light, 
1d not this Poet's Lines upon me call 
r ſome Reflexions on a Lower Fall ; 
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Where he by Rhyming, a 7udazt Shani, 
* Obtrudes for If az/ites ſome Seeds of Cham. 
And this Inſpexion needs no further go 
Than where his Pen does moſt Indulgent ſhow : 
And 'tis no wonder if his Types of Senſe - 


Should ſtroke ſuch Figures as give down their 
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A Crime for which ſome Poets Lines ſo {tretch, 
As on themi&lves they Metaphor Jack Ketch. 
Tho ſmall the Varniſh is to Humane Name, 
Wherc Cogging Mealures rob the truth of Fame 
And more todo his skew d Ercomums right, 
Some Perſons ſpeak by him their motly Sight: 
Or much like Huatbras, on Wits pretence, 

ginglc Senie. 
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Some Lines for Rhyme and ſome to 


_ Whoelſe would Aariel, Jotham, Huſbar, 
With loathed Amzz/l, for a Court of V Vit? 
For, as Men Squares of Circles hardly find, 


_ Some think theſe Meaſures are as odly joynd. 
VVhatelſe could AarulFs iharpneſs more abuſe, 
Than headlong dubbfd, to own himſelf a Muſe, 
Unleſs to ſpread Poetick Honours ſo 

_ . - AS thoulda Mule giveeach St. Georges Show? 
A Mode of Glory might Parnaſſus fit, 
_ our Sage Prince knows few hefd Knight for 
HER. - 
And thus this Freak is left upon the File, 
_ Oras*ttis written in this Poet's Stile. 
Next, as in Courle, to Jetham we'll deſcend, 
Thoughtful it feems which Side hell next be- 
As thinking Brains can caper to and fro, (friend, 
Before tacy jump into the Box they'd go. 
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And ftisa moody Age, as many guels, 


” 


VVhen ſome with buke Fears {till forward preſs; 

As ftis Ambitions oft=deluding Cheat 
To tempt Mens aims, {ecurelets of dotcar. 
Hufſha: the Compatls of th' Exchequer guides, 
Propenſe enough unto the North bciides : 
As what can ſtcady Stations more allure, 
Than fuch, a Priicely Bed does firlt fecurc? 
Whole Part noneare {0 1gnorant to ask, 
And docsno leſs employ his Ends and Task. 
Bur quitting theſe, we mult for Proſpect paſs 
To gaping Amell, as reflects our Glats. 

*Se ki, p. T he Him indeed of his own * Weſtern Dome, 

__ Sa near his praiſeful Poct Senſe may come : 

See ivy p For * Amell, Amell, who cannot endite 

A Of his Thin Value won't di{dain to write ? 
The very Hm with Gown and Mace did rule 
The Saredrim, when guided by a Fool. | _ 
The Hm that did both Senle and Reaton ſhift, 
Thar he to gaintul Place himſelf might lifr. _ 
The very Hm that did adjuit theSecd 
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Of ſuchas did their Votes for Money brecd. 

The Mighty Hm that frothy Notions vents, 

In hope to turn them into Preſidents. = 
The Heim of Hms, although in Judgment ſmall, 
That fain would be the biggeſt at Whrteball. 

The He that does for Juſtice Coin poſtpone, 
As on Account may be hereafter ſhown. 
If this plain Erng/;/b be, 'tis far from Trick, 

Though ſome Lincs gall, where othcrs fawning 
Which fits thy Poct, Aml/, tor thy Smiles, (lick ; 
If once more paid to blaze thy hated Tolls. Fw 
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Of Things and Perſons might be added more, 
Without Intelligence from Forreign Shore, 

Or what Defigns Ambaſſadors contrive, 
Or how the Faithleſs French their Compals. guide: 
But Lines the buſie World too much ſupply, 
Behdes th Ettects of evil Poetry, 
Which much to Tory-Writers ſome-aſcribe, 
Though hop'd no Furics of the Whiggi/h Tribe 
Will on their Backs ſuch Lines or Shapes convey, 
To burn with Pope, on Great November's Day. 
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